
 

  

We will spend 10 days in Egypt, flying into Cairo from Kenya on Sunday August 30.  We will 

fly into Marrakech, Morocco on Wednesday September 9. 

Pyramids of Giza and Sphinx  (control + left click for hyperlinks) 

Alexandria 

Luxor – Valley of the Kings 

Grand Egyptian Museum 

Nile River Cruise 

EGYPT 

 

LAND OF THE PHAROAHS 

https://adventure.howstuffworks.com/pyramids-of-giza-and-the-great-sphinx-landmark.htm
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Attractions-g295398-Activities-Alexandria_Alexandria_Governorate.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g294205-Luxor_Nile_River_Valley-Vacations.html
https://www.tripadvisor.com/Tourism-g294205-Luxor_Nile_River_Valley-Vacations.html
https://www.cnn.com/travel/article/grand-egyptian-museum-secret-tour-egypt/index.html
https://www.tourradar.com/v/river-nile
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EGYPT 
LAND OF THE PHAROAHS  

 

 

CRIME WARNINGS (CONTROL + LEFT CLICK FOR HYPERLINK) 

The Department of State Travel Advisory warns U.S. citizens to avoid 

travel to the Sinai Peninsula (with the exception of travel to Sharm El-

Sheikh by air) and the Western Desert. Travel to the Libyan and 

Sudanese borders is also not recommended. U.S. citizens in Egypt 
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https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Japan.html
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should maintain a high level of vigilance throughout the country due to the threat of terrorism. 

Terrorists may attack with little or no warning, targeting tourist locations, transportation hubs, 

markets/shopping malls, and local government facilities. There is a possibility of terrorist attacks in 

urban areas, despite the heavy security presence. Terrorists have targeted religious sites, to include 

mosques, churches, monasteries, and buses traveling to these locations. 

The Egyptian government has attempted to address security concerns and has visibly augmented its 

security presence at tourist locations, but challenges persist, and the threat of terrorism remains. Police 

and military are also engaged in operations to combat terrorism and disrupt terrorist cells in the Sinai 

Peninsula and the Nile Valley. 

Do not travel to: 

 The Sinai Peninsula (with the exception of travel to Sharm El-Sheikh by air) due to terrorism. 

The Sinai Peninsula remains a particularly dangerous area, with frequent attacks on security forces and 

civilians. 

The U.S. government has limited ability to provide emergency services to U.S. citizens anywhere in the 

Sinai Peninsula as U.S. government employees are not authorized to travel to these areas (with the 

exception of the beach resort of Sharm El-Sheikh; travel to Sharm El-Sheikh is only permitted by air). 

 The Western Desert due to terrorism. 

 Egyptian border areas other than official ports of entry. 

Crime: 

Crime levels in Cairo and Alexandria are moderate. 

The vast majority of criminal acts against foreigners are crimes of opportunity, such as purse snatching 

and pickpocketing.  

Harassment of women, including foreigners, remains a serious problem. Incidents of harassment range 

from lewd comments and gestures to indecent exposure and inappropriate physical contact. 

Tourists should be alert to being overcharged for various services and for being victimized in scams 

common to tourist destinations worldwide. See International Financial Scams for more information. 

Tourists should expect to encounter aggressive vendors at Egypt’s shops in urban areas, as well as at the 

many temples and archaeological sites. Some will offer “free” gifts to tourists which, once 

accepted, lead to demands for money. Most sites have specially designated tourist police who can assist 

in uncomfortable situations. 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/emergencies/international-financial-scams.html
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HEALTH INFO 

Medical Care: It is limited and well below U.S. standards.  

Emergency and intensive care facilities are limited. Most Nile cruise boats do not have a ship's doctor, 

but some employ a medical practitioner. Hospital facilities in Luxor, Aswan, and Sharm el Sheikh are 

adequate, but they are inadequate at most other ports-of-call. The Egyptian ambulance service hotline 

is 123. Although availability of ambulances is improving, getting them through Cairo traffic can be very 

challenging. 

Beaches on the Mediterranean and Red Sea coasts are generally unpolluted. However, persons who 

swim in the Nile or its canals, walk barefoot in stagnant water, or drink untreated water are at risk of 

exposure to bacterial and other infections and the parasitic disease schistosomiasis (bilharzia). 

It is generally safe to eat freshly prepared cooked food in hotels, on Nile cruise boats, and in 

mainstream restaurants. When selecting a restaurant, select a clean and reputable place, eat only 

freshly prepared, cooked foods, avoid all uncooked food including raw fruits and vegetables. Tap water 

in some locations is not potable. It is best to drink bottled water or water that has been boiled and 

filtered. Well-known brands of bottled beverages are generally considered to be safe if the seal is intact. 

 

TRAVEL 

Road Conditions and Safety: Driving in Egypt is extremely hazardous. Egypt has one of the highest 

occurrences of road fatalities per mile driven in the world. Intercity roads are generally in good 

condition, but unmarked surfaces, pedestrians, stray animals, sandstorms and fog, vehicles without 

lights, and disabled vehicles without reflectors are among the many hazards present on highways, 

especially after dark. 

Driving Cairo’s busy maze of streets can be an extreme challenge to foreigners, especially those used 

to a culture of structured rules and regulations. Even residents of Cairo must use extreme care and 

situational awareness to navigate the capital’s hectic streets. Impatient drivers typically ignore traffic 

rules, which police seldom enforce. Most traffic lights in Cairo do not function; instead, police officers, 

using finger and hand movements to direct traffic, normally staff the main intersections. 

Vehicle accidents remain a significant safety concern. 

Visitors thinking about driving in Egypt should carefully consider other options, such as a taxi or hired 

driver. If visitors decide to drive, it is essential that they take the utmost precautions and drive 

defensively. Drivers should be prepared for: unlit vehicles at night; few if any road markings; vehicles 

traveling at high rates of speed; vehicles traveling the wrong way on one-way streets, divided highways, 

and connecting ramps; pedestrians dodging in and out of traffic; and a variety of domesticated animals 

wandering the roadways. Motorists should be especially cautious during the rare winter rains, which 

can cause extremely slippery road surfaces and localized flooding; Egyptian drivers are not familiar with 

driving in wet conditions, making such periods particularly hazardous. 
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Pedestrians should also exercise extreme caution especially in high-volume/high-velocity streets like 

Cairo’s Corniche, which follows the eastern bank of the Nile River, and Alexandria’s Corniche along the 

Mediterranean. 

Public Transportation: Public buses and microbuses are not safe, and Embassy personnel are 

prohibited from using them. Embassy personnel are also prohibited from traveling on Cairo’s metro 

system. Embassy personnel are prohibited from traveling by train, which is a particularly unsafe means 

of transportation, with regular accidents that sometimes involve mass casualties. 

Embassy personnel are generally prohibited from traveling outside the greater Cairo and Alexandria 

areas by motor vehicle, with the exception of travel to beach resorts on the western side of the Red Sea 

and near Alexandria. Furthermore, Embassy policy prohibits personal travel via privately-owned vehicle 

to any part of the Sinai Peninsula or the Western Desert. 

 

NATURE WARNINGS 

High concentrations of World War II-era unexploded landmines are located in the World War II 

battlefields along the Mediterranean coast west of Alexandria, the Eastern Desert between Cairo and 

the Suez Canal, and much of the Sinai Peninsula. Travelers are urged to be especially prudent in these 

areas. 

SCAM WARNINGS 

None noted 

 


