
 

  

We will spend 20 nights in Ecuador, including 16 nights in the Galapagos Islands.  We will 

fly into Quito from Buffalo on Thursday December 30, 2021. We will then fly from Quito to 

Baltra in the Galapagos on January 2, 2022. We will spend 16 nights aboard the Yolita 

ship sailing to all of the island before flying back to Quito on Sunday January 16. We will 

spend 2 nights in Quito before flying Fort Lauderdale, FL on Wednesday January 19 at 1 

AM.  We will have a tour of Cotopaxi Volcano on January 18 before we head to the airport. 

 

Galapagos Islands 

Cotopaxi National Park 

Mindo Cloud Forest 

Teleferico 

Banos Tour 

 

ECUADOR 

 

LAND OF THE GALAPAGOS 

https://www.galapagosislands.com/
https://national-parks.org/ecuador/cotopaxi
https://www.mindocloudforest.org/
https://teleferico.com.ec/
https://www.tripadvisor.com/AttractionProductReview-g294308-d15699057-Banos_full_day_tour_from_Quito_including_all_entrances_and_activities-Quito_Pichin.html
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ECUADOR 
LAND OF THE GALAPAGOS  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COUNTRY 

INFORMATION 

Capital: Quito 

Size:  Slightly smaller 
than Nevada 

Languages:  Spanish 

 

Visa?  No 

Emergency No: 911 

American Consulate: 

Telephone: 593-2-398-5000 

Emergency After-Hours 

Telephone: 593-2-398-5000 

or 593-9-9788-3222 

 

Driving Reqs: Only 
need US license 

 

Side of the road they 
drive on: RIGHT 

 

Currency: US Dollar 

Religions: Roman 
Catholic 80% 

Vaccinations: None 

Tipping:  5% if no 
service charge; taxis – 
round up; $2-5 per day 
at hotels 

Water:  Safe to drink 

Government: 
Deamocratic Republic 
 
President: Rafael 

Correa 
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CRIME WARNING: 

Exercise increased caution when traveling in Ecuador, and do not travel to the province of Carchi, the 

province of Sucumbíos, and the northern part of Esmeraldas province, including Esmeraldas city due to 

crime. U.S. government personnel may travel to the northern bank of the Napo River in Sucumbíos, 

where tourist lodges are located, an area approximately four miles wide, and to the portion of 

Esmeraldas province that is south of Esmeraldas city. 

All other U.S. government travel to the northern border area is prohibited without prior permission. This 

region has a high rate of violent crime. U.S. citizens are not targeted, but have been victims of crime 

there in the past. 

Crime: Crime is a widespread problem in Ecuador. 

 Pick-pocketing, robbery, and hotel room theft are the most common crimes. Tourists have been 

robbed at gunpoint on beaches and along hiking trails. Passengers arriving at the Quito and 

Guayaquil airports have also been targets of armed robberies. 

 Use hotel safes if available, avoid wearing obviously expensive jewelry or clothing, and carry 

only the cash or credit cards that you need. Stay alert in crowds and on public transportation. Be 

aware that thieves might create distractions to target you. 

 Be alert for robberies, in which criminals enter a taxi and force victims to withdraw money from 

ATMs. Some victims have been beaten or raped. Avoid hailing taxis on the street. Order taxis by 

phone or use a service affiliated with major hotels. Avoid withdrawing large amounts of cash at 

one time. Use ATMs in well-protected indoor areas. 

 To avoid carjacking or theft from your car while you are stopped at intersections, drive with your 

doors locked and windows rolled up. Do not leave valuables in plain view. 

 Sexual assaults and rapes can occur, even in tourist areas. Travel in groups, do not leave food or 

drinks unattended, and never allow a stranger to give you a drink. 

 Do not let your credit card out of your sight in order to avoid credit card “skimming.” 

 Incapacitating drugs, such as rohypnol and scopolamine, have been used to facilitate violent 

robberies and sexual assaults. 

 NATURE WARNINGS 

Seismic Activity: There are numerous active volcanoes, and earthquakes are common. Earthquakes can 

trigger deadly tsunamis. Visit Ecuador’s National Risk Management Secretariat and the Ecuadorian 

Geophysical Institute for more information. 

 Mud or lava flows from Tungurahua volcano could pose a significant and immediate threat to 

travelers in Baños. 

 The town of Latacunga is directly in the path of potential mud or lava flow from the Cotopaxi 

volcano. Even small emissions from the volcano can trigger avalanches and landslides. Low 

lying areas in the greater Quito area could also be affected if Cotopaxi erupts. 

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/India.html
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Ecuador.html#ExternalPopup
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Ecuador.html#ExternalPopup
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Ecuador.html#ExternalPopup
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 Reventador volcano is located in Napo province and is one of the most active in the country. 

 Sangay volcano is located in Morona Santiago province is active and local authorities advise 

against approaching the volcano and nearby Upano river. 

 In the event of a natural disaster, pay attention to the news media for updates. A disaster can 

disrupt food supply, so plan to have at least a 3-day supply of food and medicine on hand. 

 See the Centers for Disease Control website for information on emergency preparedness and 

response. 

  

DISEASES 

 The following diseases are present: 

 Chagas disease 

 Chikungunya 

 Dengue 

 Malaria 

 Tuberculosis 

 Yellow fever 

 Zika 

  

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel/en/international-travel/International-Travel-Country-Information-Pages/Ecuador.html#ExternalPopup

